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Albert J. Greffenius, 86, died at home in Des Moines, IA on June 3, 2011, surrounded by 
family members, after a several-year fight with multiple myeloma.  The body was cremated 
and the cremains will be interred at Woodbine Cemetery in his hometown, Valley City, 
North Dakota.  A memorial service will be at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 11th, followed by 
a reception, at Plymouth Congregational Church UCC in Des Moines. 
 
Mr. Greffenius was born in Valley City, North Dakota on July 21, 1924, to Albert Frank 
Greffenius and Lora Hannah Lang (originally of Ripon, Wisconsin).  In August, 1942 he 
joined the U.S. Army Air Corps, was called to active duty in February, 1943, and during 
World War II flew 48 missions over Europe as a P-47 Thunderbolt fighter pilot with the 

507th Fighter Squadron, 404th Fighter Group in the 9th Air Force.  He earned an Air Medal and Four Oak Leaf 
Clusters for his service.  He remained active in the U.S. Air Force Reserve and retired in 1972 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel.  In the fall of 1945 he returned to Valley City State University and in 1947 graduated with a B.A. in 
Education; he then entered University of Michigan Law School, graduating in 1950. 
 
He practiced law in Minneapolis, Minnesota and flew as a Northwest Airlines co-pilot until 1959 when he joined a 
Valley City, North Dakota law firm to be known as Sproul, Fitzner & Greffenius.  In 1967 he joined the Des 
Moines law firm of Thoma, Schoenthal, Davis, Hockenberg & Wine, now known as Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors 
& Roberts, where he has been Of Counsel since 1993.  His primary area of practice was international trade.  In 
1986 he received the Governor’s Export Award for his contribution to increasing Iowa exports.  In 1988 Mr. 
Greffenius was a member of the vanguard committee that traveled to the USSR’s Stavropol Krai to establish the 
Sister State relationship between it and the State of Iowa.  In 1995 he was the Chair of the Iowa District Export 
Council appointed by the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
He was active in the community as a member of the Iowa State and Polk County Bar Associations, a Past President 
and Director Emeritus of Goodwill Industries of Central Iowa, a Past President and member of The Rotary Club of 
Des Moines, and the Des Moines Embassy Club.  He was a member of State Public Policy Group, was on the board 
of directors of Plymouth Place, and since 1968, was an active member of Plymouth Congregational Church UCC. 
 
On June 6, 1953, he married Adriana “Johnna” Wilhelmina Heyboer, a native of Rotterdam, The Netherlands and a 
law graduate of the University of Leiden, who passed away in 1998.  During their 45 years together they raised, 
loved and supported their four children, shared a love of the arts, were involved politically, and traveled 
extensively. 
 
Mr. Greffenius never relinquished his life-long passion for aviation and continued flying until 2010.  He was rated 
instrument and glider pilot and a certified flight instructor.  For a number of years he was a member of the Central 
Iowa Soaring Society, a glider club in Greenfield, Iowa.  His favorite sport, other than golf, was flying his biplane 
in sanctioned aerobatic competitions in which he engaged every summer from 1972 to 1999.  In 1997 he was listed 
among the nation’s top ten scoring competitors in his aerobatic category.  He ended his aviation experience with 
5,700 hours of flight time in a wide range of aircraft.  One of his pursuits was attending the Experimental Aircraft 
Association’s annual AirVenture Convention & Fly-In every summer in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
 
He is survived by his children, Steven (Leslie) of Boston, Brian (Alison) of Covington, Louisiana, David (Ellen) of 
Pleasantville, New York, and Laura (Joe Meehan) of Anchorage, Alaska, and three grandchildren, Robert, Emily, 
and Willem.  Al “Greff” Greffenius was devoted to his wife, and was a loved father, grandfather, and mentor to his 
children and grandchildren.  At various times in his life he enjoyed stamp collecting, camping, photography, radio 
controlled aircraft modeling, fishing, astronomy and wine making.  Late in life, he cultivated an additional interest 
in acting and starred in locally filmed commercials and movies.  He will be missed by his family and the 
community. 
 
The family wishes to thank the home care and hospice staff of WesleyLife for their caring services.  Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society, Goodwill Industries of Central Iowa, and Plymouth 
Congregational Church UCC. 


